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FIREFIGHTERS — OVERSEAS DEPLOYMENT 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.02 pm]: Today I am pleased to advise the 
house that nine Western Australian firefighters recently returned from a five-week deployment helping crews 
battle bushfires burning across the north-western part of the United States of America. It is the second contingent 
of Western Australian firefighters to go overseas this year, with 12 fire and emergency services personnel and 
forest firefighters deployed to Canada in June. Both teams fulfilled specialist field-based and leadership roles 
including taskforce leaders, divisional supervisors, airbase managers, safety officers and strike force leaders. 

The four Department of Parks and Wildlife and five Department of Fire and Emergency Services officers who 
have recently returned did a commendable job helping with the enormous task of battling fires raging across the 
states of California, Oregon and Washington. Our firefighters have a wealth of experience in fire management 
and suppression and made a significant contribution. I am extremely proud of the role our firefighters played and 
the enhanced skills and knowledge that they have gained will also prove invaluable at home as we head into 
what is expected to be a tough bushfire season. 
It was an extremely challenging time for the American authorities and crews. The support provided by the 
Western Australian contingent, which was part of a larger deployment from Australia and New Zealand, provided 
much needed assistance and I thank them for their involvement. Following a well-earned rest, our firefighters will 
join the ongoing preparations for the state’s bushfire season. The community is reminded to prepare themselves, 
their families and their homes for bushfires. Again, I would like to acknowledge our committed firefighters. All 
Western Australians should be proud of their effort and commitment to managing fire. 
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